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Renovate

ARCHITECT
Trevor Hall Architects
hallarchitects.com.au

OWNER
Cat Mills (pictured with Trevor Hall)

THE SOURCE

Commercial grade aluminium
windows stegbar.com.au
Shadowclad external back wall
thewallstore.com.au

Zincalume steel roof
zincalume.com.au

BEFORE

12 home

Boxing clever in Bronte

This cottage brilliantly meshes old and new, writes Catherine Nikas-Boulos

t may be simplistic to describe this
renovation as an extension on a cute
cottage, but that is exactly how artist Cat
Mills describes her home in Bronte.

Her neighbours, having put up with its
state of disrepair long before she bought
the property in 2007, are far more vocal
in their appraisal.

“‘Everyone stops me in the street to tell
me what a fantastic job this is,”” Cat says.

When she first saw the property, she
instantly fell in love with its heritage facade.
Beyond that, the property was in dire need
of attention with old vinyl floors and
mouldy walls.

Cat had worked with architect Trevor Hall
on a renovation in Surry Hills, and sought
him out to take charge of this bigger project.

“‘The idea was to maximise what the site
could offer. We wanted to design something
that would gain council approval quite
quickly.” Trevor says.

““The front of the house has a very distinct
form so we knew we would have quasi-
heritage issues, so the question was how to
splice a new building on to that.””

Here comes the sun
What eventuated was a clever
transformation of old-meets-new. This

design took out the Small Building
category at the Waverley Heritage and
Design Awards recently.

Most impressive are the dramatic boxy
shapes to the side and rear of the property.
They are in contrast to the pretty facade with
its classic sandstone veranda and attic.

Enough of the original roof was retained to
maintain the character of the cottage and the
new first floor appears from the front as an
extruded dormer.

‘“The north was opened up to greet the
sun. The upper floor cantilevers over the
lower floor to shade and weather protect.
The upper floor is enclosed with a balcony to
aid with privacy,”” Trevor says.

Internally, the front room has been
retained and restored, but beyond that the
feel of the three-bedroom and two-bathroom
house takes on a modern twist.

Devil in the details

A light, open steel-and-timber staircase sits
just off the contemporary kitchen, with the
dining/living room beyond that linking the
north-facing rear yard.

Trevor had originally designed the
staircase to be all steel, but pared it back at
Cat’s request as she preferred the look and
feel of natural timber.

““You get tested by the clients but it opens
up more opportunity in that regard, and in
this case it's worked really well,”" he says.

Thankfully, Cat agreed to shadowline
around the ceilings, doorways and windows,
a detail Trevor is fond of in most of the
homes he designs.

‘*Shadowline serves two purposes. It's a
less cluttered detail and it's a space-saving
detail. There are too many of these in-
between places, renos that (employ) the
cheaper detail with mini-half round cornices
and stuck-on skirtings,”” he says.

““‘If you're renovating a traditional place
and you're doing it right, then OK,
otherwise, they are dust collectors.”’

Upstairs, the bedrooms have been located
in the east walls to take advantage of
morning sun and to avoid western sun heat
in the afternoon.

The front upstairs room in the existing
pitched roof was restored to recall the ‘‘boat
hull'’ feeling of the original attic.
catherine.nikas-boulos@news.com.au
Pictures Katrina Tepper

I
Are you renovating? Tell us
about it at
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