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RENOVATE

Have you renovated a home? Tell us 
about it at home@dailytelegraph.com.au

MORE INFORMATION
■ Architect Trevor Hall Architects, 9557 6396 
■ Builder Mardini Constructions, 

Elvis Mardini, 0419 714 719
■ Joiner Joe Sanchez, 0404 495 848
■ Vitrapanel (sandblasted Aluminium Metallic)

from VitraGroup, 1800 805 566;
www.vitragroup.com/vitrapanel.htm

in the centre of the wall facing the street and
couldn’t be opened should a car park out the front.

A solution would have been to move the front
wall back and create a porch, in line with neigh-
bouring residences. However, Trevor saw that as
creating dead space. Instead, the front wall was
kept in its entirety, the entrance moved into the
side alley and the original doorway filled in.

Floating bench
One of the new design’s most striking features
is the concrete kitchen bench, which appears 
to float in the centre of the room. “It’s one of 
my favourite features,” says the owner. 

“It was originally designed to sit as a block but
we felt it was too heavy,” says Trevor. “What we
did was try to make it feel thinner by extruding
a section and making the whole thing float.”

Both hail Elvis the builder and Eddie “the
concrete guy” for the bench design, which is
braced to the wall by way of concrete and steel.

The cool, hard concrete is offset by the 
deep-red, shiny polyurethane cupboards 
below and the industrial theme is continued 
in the stainless-steel benchtop opposite.

The pergola in the paved courtyard is also steel,
a background of mature trees softening its edges.

The internal stairwell, housed in Vitrapanel
(pre-finished compressed fibre cement) and
sprayed with silver automotive paint, juts into 
the alley beside the front door and hangs over
a small garden of succulents. 

“I wanted a surprise when you walked around
into the alley from the traditional front and that’s
why I designed this little silver box that just
appears and floats there,” says Trevor.

Beach feel
Frosted-glass louvres have been used along the
entire back wall to maximise the leafy aspect. 
The result is that buckets of light spill into the
interior and air flows freely throughout. 

It’s hard to believe the city is at the doorstep
while wallowing upstairs in the serene green 
bathroom with the feel of a local surf club.

“I grew up near the beach in Perth so I guess 
I wanted to recreate that,” says the owner.

The bedrooms feature recycled floorboards 
and both open to the balcony at the front.

A row of shutters runs the length of the balcony
to provide privacy and shade. Two window boxes
sprouting deep-pink flowers give the main
bedroom a Mediterranean air.

The rest of the features and fittings have been
kept modern and simple, at Trevor’s suggestion.

“If you were a real estate agent trying to sell
a place, it doesn’t sell because of the door
handles, it sells because it’s an architectural
designed home,” he says. ❙❚❘

TIPS
Raw materials create a casual 
lived-in atmosphere.

Expensive fixtures such as fancy taps
add little to the resale value of the
house. Look for simple and affordable
fixtures that won’t blow the budget.

Take advantage of the existing 
landscape and trees and design 
the house to ensure a leafy outlook. 

✓
✓

✓

It was a dream find. The worst house in 
the best street but brimming with possibility. 
Its artist owner held on to the prime find 
in Surry Hills for a few years while travelling

between New York and Sydney studying, before
employing the skills of architect Trevor Hall.

“I wanted to transform it from a dump into
something groovy by someone who was up-and-
coming in architecture,” says the owner. 

The original single-storey house consisted 
of one room combining the lounge and bed, 
and a tiny bathroom and kitchenette. Today, 
the renovated home is light, airy and modern.

The new design was driven by the client’s desire
to capture a raw, industrial look reminiscent 
of her time in New York lofts and warehouses.

“It’s all the things I’ve loved all my life – raw
materials such as wood and concrete, and 
I just had to have a red kitchen,” says the owner. 

Striking a balance between an industrial 
look and a comfortable home was difficult but 
achieved by installing bright ’60s furniture in 
lime-green and hot-pink and hanging colourful

paintings throughout.
“I had to keep reminding

Trevor that I was a girl 
and to not make it too
harsh,” she says. 

Compressed design
On the ground level, the
house consists of a kitchen,
living and dining area
(which the owner uses as
her studio), an office and
laundry moonlighting as
a cupboard.

The two bedrooms and
a bathroom are upstairs.

Getting there wasn’t
easy, with many issues
to contend with before
construction could go
ahead. Mainly, these were
the result of objections
made by neighbours.

The initial design was
much larger than the

finished product, with the second storey having
a large bedroom at the rear, plus an ensuite 
and a small sitting area.

“Gradually, it got compressed,” says Trevor. 
“We just had to keep working down this building
envelope so that the morning sunlight could get
into all the yards behind us.” 

The final design resulted in the exterior of 
the building featuring a series of levels to allow
sunlight to sneak through.

Trevor also had to correct a few design faults 
in the original structure, the most significant
being the placement of the front door, which was

A

C

D

F

G

B

A The internal staircase, covered in Vitrapanel, juts into the alley beside the front door 
B The serene bathroom C The concrete kitchen bench appears to float in the room D The old
terrace was tiny E Colourful paintings soften the home’s raw, industrial feel F Frosted-glass
louvres allow lots of light into the home G Window boxes offer a touch of the Mediterranean 

Light duties A once cramped cottage is now a bright and airy
haven, writes Krista Wilson. Photos John Fotiadis.
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