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TIPS
Carefully planned lighting can mean
lower electricity bills

Incorporate skylights and large windows
to increase natural light

Louvred windows let in fresh air and
enhance circulation, helping to keep

the home cool on hot days 
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Sky highs
Light floods a new addition to an original Newtown semi, 

writes Krista Wilson. Photos Katrina Tepper.

Have you renovated a home? Tell us 
about it at home@dailytelegraph.com.au
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A The curved corrugated-steel roof solved an issue 
of overshadowing B A window in the stairwell allows
natural light to stream in C The front part of the home
retains its original character D The open-plan kitchen 
on the lower of the two new levels looks out to a private
courtyard, water feature and husband Ian’s shed
E The sundrenched north-east-facing main bedroom 
F Owner Kaye with children Leo and Phoebe

From the street, this Newtown semi doesn’t
usually attract a second glance. Its brown-
brick facade and small front garden looks
like all the others lining the street.

But while the front of the house retains its 
original character, an impressive extension at the
rear uses natural light and an open-plan design.

When husband and wife Ian Denham and Kaye
Felishmann bought the property in 1998, there was
little living space in the single-storey two-bedroom
semi and the sloping rear yard was unusable.

However, they could see there was plenty 
of potential waiting to be tapped.

Two levels
“The sloping block was great because there was
all this space underneath we could turn into a
living area and add a second storey to,” says Kaye.

After contacting Archicentre last year, Ian and
Kaye were put in touch with architect Trevor Hall,
who came up with a concept to conceal two levels
behind the existing single-storey building. 

Council’s restriction on the overshadowing of 
the neighbour’s house saw Trevor create a steeply
curved roof, maintaining the existing gutterline.

The original kitchen and living room were
demolished to create space for the extension.

Fusing old and new
The contemporary rear addition is a strong
juxtaposition to the front of the house, much 
of which is yet to be renovated.

To ensure the old-world character isn’t lost
when the front section is renovated, pressed-
metal ceilings and elaborate cornices will be
retained in the original hallway and the two 
front bedrooms (now a playroom and study).

Modern wall coverings and furnishings will 
be used to fuse the original and new sections.

The original bathroom has been updated 
to include an internal laundry and an enviable
amount of bench space to sort out the washing,
made from an unusual stone-composite benchtop
by Quarella.

Steps lead from the hallway outside the 
bathroom up to the rear second-storey extension,
incorporating bedrooms and another bathroom,
and down to the lower-ground extension.

The downstairs area, comprising an open-plan
kitchen, dining and living area, looks out through
floor-to-ceiling glass doors to a private courtyard.

The gorgeous recycled floorboards were
sourced from Ironwood Rozelle and originally
came from the old Dubbo Woolstore.

“I like the large volume that’s created down-
stairs,” says Trevor. “There’s a sense that one
space flows into the other.”

Strategic lights
At design stage, Kaye and Ian feared the 
downstairs area could end up like a dark 
tunnel. The final plan laid those fears to rest. 

“It’s worked out really well, with a lot of light
coming from the window in the stairwell plus
through the glass doors. In the middle of summer
we don’t turn the lights on until 8pm,” says Kaye.

The lights that do feature in the house were
strategically placed by Glebe lighting-design
company iLab (International Lighting Architects
Bureau). They were able to maximise the function-
ality of each light to minimise electricity costs.

Directional halogens illuminate the kitchen 
and highlight Ian and Kaye’s ever-growing art
collection. Every Christmas and anniversary, 
the couple buy a new piece of art together.

Lamps with a softer glow and greater spill 
illuminate the dining area, while fluorescent
uplights are on a grid over the kitchen bench 
and over the doorway leading into the stairwell.

Interior designer Mary Mier was called in to
consult on the kitchen. While Kaye had already
decided on Corian for the benchtops, Mary
provided valuable insight into various storage 
and layout options and was able to find cheaper 
alternatives for many of the fittings. 

With storage a priority in the new design, 
dedicated space was incorporated along the inner
wall from under the stairs, along the boundary
of the kitchen and, with a minor break in the
courtyard for the barbecue and a water feature,
through to Ian’s shed.

The shed isn’t big enough to work in and just
houses Ian’s tools. “It’s really just a cupboard 
but with a concrete roof on it,” says Trevor. 
“That makes it part of the overall landscaping
rather than being a tack-on shed.”

Sunny skylight
If you look up from the courtyard, there’s an
impressive view of the curved roof, which 
is in a contemporary corrugated silver steel. 

An awning appears to float unsupported over
the main bedroom’s balcony to provide extra
protection from the elements.

The sundrenched north-east-facing room
features timber floors and blockout blinds lining
the floor-to-ceiling glass doors.

The bathroom between the main bedroom and
the room that children Leo and Phoebe share also
takes advantage of the sunlight, with a skylight
over the shower that can be opened. 

“It’s like being outside. It’s really calming 
and I never need to turn on the light during
the day,” says Kaye.

The children’s bedroom has a large window 
in the raked ceiling and louvres high up on the
inner wall, directly opposite the stairwell window.
This greatly increases airflow and light.

Storage was also a priority in the bedroom
design and each features a wall of built-in robes.

“We were all really happy with the result,” 
says Kaye. “Structurally, it’s very sound and 
it has a really great feel.” ❙❚❘

MORE INFORMATION
� Architect Trevor Hall Architects, 9557 6396
� Builder Peter Stephenson, 0419 426 824
� Interior designer, kitchen Mary Mier, 9810 3303
� Lighting designer iLab Pty Ltd, 9518 6009
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